The effect of family and social support on feelings and past acts of violence among African American college men.
A sample of 1,874 male undergraduates in 11 predominantly African American colleges and universities was surveyed to explore the effect of social support and family factors on feelings and past acts of violence. The health of the students' interpersonal relationships in the family during adolescence, as well as the informational and emotional support from the students' mothers and significant others, were found to be significantly associated with feelings of violence and past acts of violence. Various strategies for reducing violence among African American men, including violence-prevention programs at the college level, for families, and for the community, are discussed. Changes in public- and private-sector programs to reduce and prevent violence in American communities are called for.